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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the rate of operation of an electronic component mounting 
apparatus, by supplying electronic components from one of two electronic component supply unit groups 
when the other group runs out of electronic components, so that the apparatus can supplement 
electronic components without stopping the operation thereof. 

SOLUTION: Two electronic component supply unit groups 20 and 30 are arranged so as to confront a 
transfer path 10. Each group 20 (30) consists of a plurality of electronic component supply units 21a, 
21b... (31a, 31b...) that are to be mounted on a printed board P. An electronic component is sucked onto 
a mounting head 40 from one of the groups 20 and 30, and mounted at a predetermined position on the 
board P, When the supply units of, e.g. the group 20 run out of stocked electronic components, the 
apparatus repeats an alternating function, and then causes a control unit to store the information that the 
group 20 runs out of the stocked electronic components. The apparatus then stops supplying electronic 
components from the group 20 and starts supplementing electronic components. During the stoppage, 
the apparatus selects the group 30, and thus continues the operation of supplying electronic component 
without stoppage. 
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